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COMMUNITY WILDFIRE PROTECTION
PLAN

for jurisdictions and stakeholders located within the

Greater Ruidoso Area Wildland Urban Interface

In accordance with the requirements and guidelines set forth in the Healthy Forest
Restaration Act of 2003, the land management agencies and entities represented
below, have agreed to address the challenges of forest health and wildfire hazard risk
reduction within the jurisdictions of the Grealer Ruidoso Area Wildland Urban Interface
Working Group. This Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) represents a
collaborative effort to address hazard mitigation, structure protection, and community

preparednass,

COLLABORATION

Formal community-based forest planning and pricritization began in November of 2000
with the formation of the Greater Ruidoso Area Wildland Urban Interface Working
Group. (formerly the Ruidoso Willand Urban Interface Group) Each month, state,
local, tribal, and federal agencies, in addition to fire departments, private
landowners, insurers, and local businesses convene. The group discusses, fire
hazard mitigation and fire protection planning projects that are focused in the
established priority areas. The collaborative group has identified numerous values at
risk, including public safety, community infrastructure, economics, real estate,
watershed productivity, cultural resources and values, recreational opportunities, woody
products, wildlife habitat, ecosystem health, aesthetics, and historical sites. In addition,
the group acts as a forum to share information regarding grant oppertunities, public
awareness themes, and system resources such as forest contractors and woody

rmaterials utilization enterprises.



Partners in the Greater Ruidoso Area Wildland Urban inferface Working Group include:

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Mescalero Agency

Bureau of Land
Management

EMMRD Forestry Division
Ruldoso Fire Department

Lincoln County
Emergency Services

Mogal Volunteer Fire
Department

Upper Hondo Soil and
Water Conservation
District

Sierra Contracting &

Composting

High Country Insurance

Alto Lakes Golf & Country
Club

Mew Mexico Environment
Dept

Lincoln Mational Forest

County of Lincoln

Mescalero Apache Tribe
City of Ruidoso Downs

Ruidoso Downs Voluntear
Fire Department

Glencoe/PaloVerde
Volunteer Fire Departmeant

Lincoln County Solid
Waste Authority

City Bank New Mexico

KBUY/KWES Radio

Sun Valley Water and
Sanitation District

New Mexico State Land
Office

Matural Eesources
Conservation Service

US Fish & Wildlife Service

Village of Ruidoso

City of Alamogordo

Bonito Volunteer Fire
Department

South Central Mountain
Resource Conservation &
Development Council

SBS Wood Shavings

Ranches of Sonterra
Property Owner's
Association

Ruidozo News
Zia Natural Gas

Ecological Restoration
Institute

additional homeowners associations, local, state and federal elected
officials and various thinning contractors.



PRIORITIZED FUEL |
REDUCTION |

As indicated on the attached map, the Greater Ruidoso Area Wildland Urban Interface
Warking Group has established geographical boundaries where priorities and
treatments are being applied. The map is a multi-jurisdictional product showing the
collaborations of planning and implementation. Priorities are further defined by
location in the southwest portion of the Wildland Urban Interface based on group
consensus considering historic wind directions during fire season. Wildfire
enterning the Wildland Urban Interface from the southwest during a high wind event is
the worst-case scenario. Each individual community within the Wildland Urban
Interface will seek funding and implement projects within their jurisdiction, Emphasis will
be placed on prieritizing treatable forest areas located on the southwest side of
jurisdictions, while all high hazard forest areas, regardless of location, will eventually be
considered for treatment. Prioritization of forest health and watershed management
izsues will be addressed when considering areas for tfreatment, such as acres affected
or susceptible to insect and disease outbreaks,

Approximately 164,000 acres are encompassed within the Greater Ruidoso
Area Wildland Urban Interface including two incorporated communities, numerous
unincorporated communities, and federal, private, municipal, state trust, and tribal

lands

Treatment goals recognize the need for various management objectives within the
different land owning agencies and entities. Individual treatment prescriptions will
vary, but the members of the group have agreed upon general overarching
treatment goals. They are to:

1. Encourage or Establish and Implement catastrophic fire mitigation
measures on public, private, state, and tribal lands utilizing the best
available science regarding wildfire hazard reduction.

2. Restore and monitor forest ecosystems and watersheds to maintain
forest health and protect communities.

3. Engage private enterprise by supporting existing and emerging
forest-based economic development.

4. Maintain the high quality of life in forest areas while sustaining and
nurturing real estate and tourism-based economies.

Each community will build their own "piece of the puzzle,” with regard to fuels
management projects, based on available resources including grant opportunities and
collaborations with local, state and federal agencies.



TREATMENT OF STRUCTURAL
IGNITABILITY

In addition to fuels management measures, the Greater Ruidoso Area Wildland Urban
Interface Working Group recognizes the need to provide guidelines and
recommendations to homeowners and communities within the Wildland Urban Interface
to reduce the potential of structural ignitability, through public awareness campaigns
such as Firewise Workshops., The group recommends implementation of programs
or methods that assess structural ignitability by use of a “fire hazard rating form™
similar to examples provided in the URBAN WILDLAND INTERFACE CODE
created by the International Fire Code Institute. Attached is the fire hazard rating
form included in the Village of Ruidoso Ordinance 2004-02. This form can be amended
as needed for specific needs of the communities within the Wildand Urban Interface.



“We the undersigned endorse and support the Community Wildfire F‘I‘(ﬁgﬁt%’l‘

Plan:"

Mescalero Apache Tribal Council

President }gé @t{ (24 vy

Mark Chino date
Vice President Cjuk/g%—— 12,/ /”f
Ferris Palmer date
Secretary &LML—QLM / g)éﬁ/ﬁ? 5,.{
‘Gjenda Brusuelas
Treasurer éﬁu,ﬁ’ f M_;jr-’ f.%/;:ﬁ%ﬁ 4
Adfred La Paz date

Council Member ﬂ,iﬂ Ea;ﬂ fﬁfmf?w JLl-2f-ay
date

Alta May Branham
Council mmﬂ(ﬁﬂ%x&r— oo
Fredrick Chino Sr, date

Council Member (Lq,ﬂtﬂ 1 E %ﬂ%{S L/ %:i"-f

Albert Platta Sr. date

Council Member WMM U (’Dﬁ’
Dorlynn Simmons date
Council Member /ﬁ/“_\_ y&w "EF/?;‘/;L;’

“Larry Shay date

|

Council Member i < | 2-22-09
Maomni Sai date
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“We the undersigned endorse and support the Community Wildfire Protection
Plan:"

City Of Ruidoso Downs

7 YZ»W 250

ob A. Miller date

Councilor A M ,Ig/L dé ﬂlﬁﬁ%f?

Judy'Miller / [

Mayor

/ /
Councilor M ;éﬁaméf‘ %5‘%}!’

s
Susan J, Gafrett date

Councilor MM.{E{_:LJ W Ll l,_,)( 'ﬂ/ Eﬁ_é' Y

Margie Mofales date

.-""'.--. T
s 2T % _f:j
Counciler e : L fo S hiy
Rene G. Olivo \,5 “daté




“\We the undersigned endorse and support the Community Wildfire Protection
Plan:"

Lincoln County

ra

Commissioner I # r%’f
Rex

Commissioner j‘-’x‘lf—g‘g@‘-/ [ (ke ﬂ?'ﬁ} "I{
Maurica:St. John date
W M&Mﬂ#

Commissioner

Leo Martinez

Commissionear

date .

ﬁhw. .



VILLAGE OF RUIDOSO
RESOLUTION 2004-24

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE “COMMUNITY WILDFIRE PROTECTION
PLAN" DEVELOPED BY THE GREATER RUIDOSO AREA WILDLAND URBAN
INTERFACE WORKING GROUP [N COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS
OF THE HEALTHY FOREST RESTORATION ACT OF 2003 FOR. THE PURPOSE
OF FUNDING, PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTING COMMUNITY PROTECTION
AND WILDFIRE HAZARD MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

WHEREAS, the Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 2003 makes funds available through
programs o conduct community protection and wildlire hazard mitigation activities on
federal and non federal lands to qualifying agencies and entities; and

WHEREAS, a mandatory qualification defined in the Healthy Forest Restoration Act of

2003 to access funding programs is to develop a plan called a “Community Wildfire
Protection Plan" (CWPP) through local collaboration that prioritizes fisels reduction and

addresses treatment of structural ignitability; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Ruidoso has participated in the GREATER RUIDOSO
AREA WILDILAND URBAN INTERFACE WORKING GROUP since November of
2000 serving the Village of Rwdoso as well as other agencies and entities located within
a peographic area called the Greater Ruidoso Area Wildland Urban Interface; and

WHEREAS, this collaboratively developed CWPP including the Village of Ruidoso’s
specific programs, services and activities referred to as Ruidoso's Communily Forest
Management Plan meet requirements and 15 supported by New Mexico Energy,
Minerals, Natural Resources Department — Forestry Division and the Village of
Ruidosa’s Fire Chief:

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Governing Body of the Village of Ruidoso
that the attached “Community Wildfire Protection Plan™ be and hereby is adopted.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 12 day of October 2004,

Cd

SEAL
ATTEST;

Irma MNava, Village Clerk



“We the undersigned endorse and support the Community Wildfire Protection
Plan:"

New Mexico Forestry Division:

__; 5 o !,..r”
Capitan District Forester - o i f.’;ff; e P e e i %f’
~ % Barbara E.-Luna daté

A

Fire Departments:

.

Willlam Martin date

Bonito Fire Volunteer Fire Department

Lincoln Co. Emergencey Services:

For:

Glencoe/PaloVerde Volunteer Fire Department

Negal Volunteer Fire Department

Municipal Fire Department Chiefs:

Ruidoso Fire Department L/M‘q’ ; H’/r:',#/ir I
Virgil Reynolds daté
Ruidoso Downs Fire Department R ':;f"fd fog_ O gt iy

Department of Public Safety Robert L.egan- date



“We the undersigned support the Community Wildfire Protection Plan:™

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Lincoln National Forest
Forest Supervisor

Pecos District

Collaborating Agencies

12

Bernie Ryan

/8 G -oF

Apkioe e

date

Martinez

Smokey Bear Ranger District Q:! é\ ‘el
District Ranger - (efos
Juan E. (Buck) Sa date
Bureau of Land Management £ .—'ﬂ/ T?/" Fd "':/
Uﬂug Eﬁ ‘date’
=

= . _."';- =
New Mexico State Land Office >x/:1ﬁ,.r L filﬂ-':’_-’sﬁ-:i‘{’/

/

;lifr‘l Morwick

L~

18 /5 [ A

date



“We the undersigned endorse and support the Community Wildfire Protection
Plan:"

Unincorporated Communities:

Alto Lakes Golf & Country Club g J :".-:/1{./1 R

Ray Fte-_.rnnld " date
Ranches of Sontera /d( _ -
Property Owners Association Lﬁ"”%ﬂﬂ-&_éu ?6/
| Foster date

-

Sun Valley Water & P T - ) ’
Sanitation District Tk == ety fOL-DY
Harry Tiemersma date




Supporting Stakeholders:

Matural Resources Conservation Service
New Mexico Environment Department
U. 5. Fish & Wildlife Service

NALU Ecological Restoration Institute
City of Alamogordo

South Central Mountain RC&D

Upper Hondo SWCD

Lincoln County Solid Waste Authority
Mescalero Forest Products

SBS Wood Shavings

Sierra Contraction & Composting
City Bank New Mexico

Zia Natural Gas

High Country Insurance

KBUY/KWES Radio

Ruidoso News

Southeastern NM Economic Development District

Eastern New Mexico University, Ruidoso



APPENDIX DOCUMENTS (CHECKLIST):

1. CONSIDERATIONS FOR PLANNING PONDEROSA PINE VEGETATIVE
TREATMENTS IN THE SOUTHWEST

2. VILLAGE OF RUIDOS0O ORDINANCE NO. 2004-05 FOREST MANAGEMENT
VILLAGE OF RUIDOSO ORDINANCE NO. 2004-02 URBAN-WILDLAND
INTERFACE CODE ADOPTED; AMENDMENTS

FIRE HAZARD RATING FORM
VILLAGE OF RUIDOSO ORDINANCE NO. 2004-04 STANDARDS FOR FIRE

SAFETY AND FIRE HANDLING
VILLAGE OF RUIDOS0 FUELS MANAGEMENT STANDARDS

3. GREATER RUIDOSO AREA WILDLAND/URBAN INTERFACE WORKING
GROUP: LIST OF PARTNERS (ROSTER})

4. GLOSSARY OF TERMS

5. FIREWISE LANDSCAPING CHECKLIST
FIREWISE CONSTRUCTION CHECKLIST

6. REFERENCE MATERIALS
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR PLANNING PONDEROSA PINE
VEGETATIVE TREATMENTS IN THE SOUTHWEST

Research findings compiled by Charles W. Denton,
Ecological Restoration Institute, Northerm Arizona University

. RESTORATION:

Restoration of forest ecosystem health requires that the ecosystem function within its
range of natural variability. This requires that the structure of the ecosystem be within
the range of natural variability.

Historical Information (Wealsey, 1876):

A. Coconino National Forest; Average of 43 total trees per acre.

SIZE CLASSES (DBH) | PERCENT OF TOTAL STAND | TOTAL TREES
4-10 INCHES 32% 14
10-19.5 INCHES 42% _ B
19529 INCHES 19% 8
26+ INCHES T 3

B. New Mexico National Forests (Jemez NF, Gila NF, Cibola NF)

Awverage of 73 trees per acre,

SIZE CLASSES (DBH) | PERCENT OF TOTAL STAND | TOTAL TREES
~4-10 INCHES 48% 35
10-19.5 INCHES 37% 27
19.5-29 INCHES 12%a o

20+ INCHES % | 2

Historical Information { White): 74% of the trees in the 1876 were under 100 years old.

Structure was uneven-aged clumps and openings. Average clump size ranged
from 0,05 to 0.33 acres (White).

Structure was maintained over hundreds if not thousands of years.

Consider long- term capacity of land.

Stands survived several severe, protracted droughts.

Stands survived several insect epidemics.



II. FIRE
Research has shown;

Treatments work in reducing fire hazard,
Newer treatments are better than older treatments.
Mechanical treatment with pile and burning of slash are the best treatments for
reducing fire behavior.

* Prescribed fires, by themselves, work well for one to three vears, decreasing in
viability each year until there is no effect after vear ten.

* Thinnings from below are not effective in reducing crown fires if the crowns are
still interlocked or in close relation to each other,
Winds above 25 miles per hour can carry independent crown fire.
Fuclbreaks by themselves are not effective. Spot fires can still eceur,
Lop and scatter slash treatments can cause problems for up to ten vears after
freatment.
Leaving slash or chips can lock up available nitrogen.
Treatments thus far have been too narmow, too small, and too few to be effective
in reducing stand replacing fire behavior.

* Diameter caps and thinnings from below do not ensure a reduction in crown fire
risk.

Considerations:

* What kind of fire are you looking to eliminate or reduce the possibility of?
Crown? Catastrophic? Protection of the community and infrastructure?

* Catastrophic and crown fires in the southwest almost always have a wind
component, so consider wind when designing prescriptions,

* In considering fire use or “letting fire play its role,” realize that the fires in
pre-settlement times were larpe, wind driven grass fires (90% in the spring).
Also, consider all the values at risk (communities, recreation areas, private
property, critical habitat, watersheds, and smoke issues (legal, social, medical).

+ “Natural fire” cannot play a role presently until stand densities are lowered
significantly.

* Leaving clumps of dense trees reduces value of a project for fire hazard reduction.
The clumps remain a risk to themselves, other clumps, and the entire project.

* Spotting in ponderosa pine is very common up to one-half mile and common up
to a mile from a main fire. Recent fires have had active spot fires up to three
miles,



Il SILVICULTURE

Research has Shown:

Fire perpetuated and maintained uneven-aged stands.

Ponderosa pine needs bare soil and a lot of sunlight for regeneration.

Moderate thinning neither releases trees for growth, nor allows for regeneration,
and encourages shade tolerant tree species.

Moderate thinning requires re-treatment within 10-15 vears.

Research at Taylor Woods has shown that 60 square feet of basal area (BA) is the
breaking point for release of tree growth. Higher basal areas show significant
reductions in diameter growth.

A residual stocking level of 30-60 BA allows for the same growth amount as a
stocking level of 60 BA but on fewer trees, i.e., wood volume accumulates at the
same rate on fewer trees due to faster growing conditions in the more-open stands.
Low BA must be maintained over time to continue tree growth.

Vigor and health of individual trees of all ages are improved with full restoration
thinnings.

Dense stands of trees did not exist across the landscape (except for the possibility
of seedlings and saplings at certain times which were then removed by wildfire).
Thinnings from below, and diameter caps, can create even-aged stands while not
reducing the wildfire hazard.

Consideration:

A prescription which takes a stand to a low basal area (60 BA) and develops
“clumps and openings™ will result in a vepetative structural stage (VS5) of One
and possibly a VSS of Two. Additionally, the action will concurrently create the
likelihood of V5SS Five or V5SS 5ix in the future.

IV UNDERSTORY

Fesearch has shown:

Ponderosa pine grew in clumps and openings, especially on clay based soils.
Openings were covered with grasses and forbs and occupied 70-80% of the
landscape.

Afler full restoration thinnings, the native grass stands re-establish themselves
within two to three years (if there is seed in the soil bank).

Although some invasive species appear after restoration thinnings, they are
nowhere near the order of magnitude as the invasion of exotics after a wildfire.
Some invasive species are temporary, leaving the treatment area after five to eight
Years,

Some areas may need protection after treatment from livestock, elk, deer, people,
off road vehicles, etc...

Habhitats of several species of mammals, birds, and insects, are improved by full
restoration because of an increase in understory forage.

Density, diversity, and vigor of understory species all increase in fully restored
stands.



This page intentionally left blank



VILLAGE OF RUIDOSO
Ordinanca No. 2004-05 (INFORMATION VEREION)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE RUIDOSO MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES
CHAPTER 54 LAND USE, DIVISION 4 DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, RELATING TO
TERRAIN MANAGEMENT, FOREST MANAGEMENT, LANDSCAPING AND RELATED
DESIGN STANDARDS ISSUES.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE VILLAGE
OF RUIDOSO THAT Chapter 54 Land Use, Division 4 Development Standards, relating to
terrain management, forest management, landscaping and related design standards issues
be amended by repealing section 54-133 in its entirety and substituting new provisions
designated as ssction 54-133 as follows:

Sec. 54-133. Forest Management.

(&) Purpose; intent  The purpose of this section Is to protect the natural environmeant
of the village for social, economic and environmental purposes. To this end, itis the
intent of the forest protection standards to:

{1} Provide for the sound management, protection and maintenance of frees and
woodland located in the village in order to prevent unhealthy overgrowth,
excessive removal of vegetation, minimize damage from erosion and
siltation, maintain er enhance appropriate wildlife habitat, reduce fire danger,
and ultimately preserve the economic viability of the village, which is
dependent upon the proper management of the natural resources in the area
and in the interest of health, safety and general welfare of the residents of the

village

(2}  Manage and protect the forest areas of the village fo restore their health,
preserve and protect old and large trees, and facilitate an added value

concept to enhance aesthatics and property values.

a. OId or large trees shall be defined as any specie of tree, live or dead,
sixteen (18) inches or greater in diameter measured four and a half
{4.5) feet from the ground (DBH).

b. Old or large trees must be reviewed for issuance of a permit by the
Director of Forestry prior to removal.

c Oid or large trees shall be subject to the provisions of subsection

(c}{4) herein, relating to Protected Root Zone, notwithstanding
considerations of minimum basal area requirements.

(by  Administration. The Director of Forestry or his duly authorized representative shall



have responsibility for administration of this section.

Fuels management approval, exemptions.

(1)

(2)

(3}

(4]

Residential fuels managemeant. On all propertias zoned R-1 (Single Family
Residential), R-2 (Two Family Residential) and M-1 (Low Density Mobile
Home), fuels management shall be in accordance with the provisions of
section 42-80.

Multi-family residential and non-residential fuels management. All fuels
management on all proparties zoned other than R-1, R-2 or M-1 shall be
submitted to the Director of Forestry for approval prior to implementation.
The director may require site plan approval, and shall utifize the provisions
of section 42-B0 as minimum standards.

Exemplions, No permif, inspection or site plan is required for the removal of
trees under the following conditions:

& Fuels management treatments are approved by the Director of
Forestry through forestry grant programs or site development,

b When the proposed tree manipulation on R-1, R-2 or M-1 residential
property will not reduce the basal area of the remaining trees on the
property owner's land below 40 square feet per acre and no individual
openings are greater than 25% of the total acreage; or

' Remaoval is necessary due to emengency conditions

d. Nothing herein shall exempt the removal of old or large trees from the
permitting reguirements of this code

Protected Root Zone. Trees to remain for consideration of minimum basal
area requirements shall ba protected above and below ground from damages
caused by construction and site development activities as provided herein:

a The Protected Root Zone shall be defined as a horizontal radius
distance from tha trunk of the tree. The distance varies by ree size,
subject to the following minimums:



Tree height in feet Horizontal Radius in feet

Less than 10 4
10-20 G
21-30 a
31-40 12
d41-50 16
51-80 20

Greater than 60 24

Mo trenching, cut or fill activities, compaction or other ground
disturbing activities may intrude closer than fifty (50) percent of the
horizontal radius.

Paving and other non-pervious surfacing may not reduce the
Protected Root Zone maore than thirty (30) percent of the honzontal
radius.

Temporary fencing or equivalent protective measures shall be
installed around all trees to be considered for minimum basal area
requirements within thirty (30) feet of ground disturbance. The
temporary fencing shall be installed at the outer limit of the Protected
Root Zone. This protection will remain in place until all construction
and site development activities are complete or removal is approved
by the Director of Forestry.

() Standards for tree remaoval activities.

d.

Al chainsaws, weed eaters and like equipment with fwo-cycle motors
used in the removal of trees, slash and debris shall be equipped with
spark arrasters.

It is the responsibility of the property owner to provide for the disposal
of the glash in a legal and appropriate manner. Failure to provide for
disposal will subject the owner to the nuisance provisions of this Code.

Activity slash from all species to remain on site for firewood must
comply with Section 42-80 in terms of sizé and spacing. In addition,
each stack of green wood shall be covered with 6 ml. (minimum



thickness) clearftranslucent plastic or like for a minimum of ten {10)
months to minimize bark beetle habitat and infestation

Individuals or confractors removing trees will be fully responsible for
any damage to public and private property or utilities resulting from
free removal,

(8)  Liility easements.

C

C.

Rights and duties of ufility franchisees. Tc provide for the general
safety of the public, the utility franchisees of the village shall have the
right and responsibility to maintain unobstructed utility easements or
to cut, trim, thin, and control the growth of trees and shrubbery, within,
near, or above the public right-of-way and private utility easements in
the village that may interfere with, threaten or endanger the operation
af the franchises's overhead lines.

Rights and duties of property owners,

i The proparty owner is primanly responsible for maintaining the
low vegetation and other flammable matter in the private
easements and right-of-ways in such a8 manner that the low
vegetation and other flammable matter will not be a potential
fire hazard.

A property owner who refuses access to the utility easement by
a uftility franchisee shall be solely responsible for the cost to
provide for an unabstructed utility easement.

In the event of disputes between property owners and franchisees
over contral of a particular tree, shrub, private easement or right-of-
way, the village manager shall have final authority, subject to any
judicial remedies existing under municipal or state law.



VILLAGE OF RUIDOSO

ORDINANCE 2004-02 (INFORMATION YERSION)

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE URBAN-WILDLAND INTERFACE CODE
PRESCRIBING REGULATIONS MITIGATING THE HAZARD TO LIFE AND

PROPERTY FROM INTRUSION OF FIRE FROM WILDLAND FIRE EXPOSURES,
FIRE EXPOSURES FROM ADJACENT STRUCTURES AND PREVENTION OF

STRUCTURE FIRES FROM SPREADING TO WILDLAND FUELS"

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE

VILLAGE OF RUIDOSO THAT Section 151 is hereby amended in Chapter 54 Land
Use, Article 2 Zoning, Division 4 Development Standards, entitled Urban-Wildiand
Interface Code. (all new material is underlined, deleted material struck through, all is

highlighted in green)

Sec. 54-151. Urban-Wildland Interface Code adopted; amendments.

1.

Adoption of Urban-Wildland Interface Code. There is hereby adopted by the Village
of Ruidoso for the purpose of prescribing regulations mitigating the hazard to life and
property from intrusion of fire from wildland fire exposures, fire exposures from
adjacent structures and prevention of structure fires from spreading to wildland
fuals, that certain code known as the Urban-Wildland Interface Code (UAWIC)
published by the Intermational Fire Code Institute, being particularly the 2000 edition
thereaf and the whole thereof. including all amendments thereto and all future
editions thereaf, save and except such portions as are hereinafter deleted, modified
or amended by this ordinance. The same is hersby adopted and incorporated as
fully as if set out at length herein, and from the date on which this ordinance shall
take effect, the provisions thereof shall be controliing within the jurisdiction of the
Village of Ruidoso, as provided by law.

Estabiishmant and Dufies of Code Official. The U/WIC as adopted and amended
herain shall be enforced by the Planning Director or his designea. In areas of
averlapping jurisdictions, appropriate sections shall be enforced by either the
Planning Director, Director of Forestry, or the Fire Chief, as applicable.

Amandments fo the UWIC, The UWMWIC adopted herein i= amended as follows:
Section 504.3 is amended to read. Combustible eaves, fascias and soffits shall be
enclosed. Any exposed material must be a minimum of one-hour-rated fire-resistive
material. Appendix |I-C is replaced with a new Fire Hazards Rating Form which
shall reflect the standards in paragraph (7), below. Appendix |-B is repealed and in
its place shall be adopted the Fuels Management Standards of The Village of

Ruidoso found in Sec 42-80 of this code.



Appeals. \Wheanever the code official disapproves an application or refuses to grant
a permit applied for, or when it is claimed that the provisions of the code do not
apply or that the true intent and meaning of the code have been misconstrued or
wrongly interpreted, the applicant may appeal the dacision of the code official to the
Planning and Zoning Commission and thereafter to the Govemning Body and District
Court, all as provided in this chapter.

New matenals, processes or occupancies which may require permifs. The Planning
Administrator, the Building Inspector, Director of Forestry, and the Fire Chief shall
act as a committee to determine and specify, after giving affected persons an
oppertunity to be heard, any new matenals, processes or occupancies for which
permits are required in addition to those now enumerated in sald code. The
Planning Administrator shall past such list In a conspicucus place at the Planning
Department and distribute copies thereof to interested persons, Fees shall be
assessed in accordance with the provisions of this section or shall be as set forth

in the fee schedule of this code,

Enforcement, The provisions of the UAWIC shall be enforceable according to the
provisions of this chapter.

Fuels Management Requirements (Sec, 42-80 of this Code) and the sile related
partion of the Fire Hazard Rating Form (Sec. 42-81of this Code) must ba assessed

BEFORE issuance of a building permit.

g Wolume of forest debris to be removed from the building site (footprint) shall
be estimated by the Director of Forestry and charged as per the Fee
Schedule - Exhibit A of the Municipal Code,

b, Disposzal of forest material, excluding tree stumps, must be at a minimum
placed at curbside or approved locations for Village Solid Waste Department
pick-up if the site is within the Village limits,

5. Complete removal and disposal of free stumps is the responsibility of
the permites,

2 If outside the Village, see Sec. 54-133(f).

23 Fuels Management Standards {Sec 42-B0) shall be completed and inspacted
prior to issuance of a Cerfificate of Occupancy or re-certification of the site

plan.



Sec. 42-81 Fire Hazard Ratings Form (revised 05-01-03)
Flaca an “%" nexl 10 masl appropriake anewer (sae reversa) in each catagory, ihan folal tha numbers at bottom

Subdivision Design
Ingress/Egrass
T w80 @vacieate nielghborhood witbim 1000
D iy §0 Ruacueie nesghhorhood within 1000
Ona way to evacuate neighbomoed = 1000° ey
Width of Primary Road @ driveway
20 fiel £ more
Less than 20 f=et
Accessability
Road grada 5% or less (avy. withm 10007
Road grada mane than 5% (#vw). winin 10007
Secondary Road Terminus
Mol & depd-aid
Lissp rands, cul-de-sacs wilh an ouUitside
radius of 48 fesl or greatar
Cub-de-sac fumarnund
Deacd-and raads 200 f=et or less i leagin
Dead-=nd rapds gresdar (han 200 fael in length
Average Lot Size
10 acres or [aege
Largar than 2.5 aoes, bul less han 10 aees
2.5 acras of ks
Street Sons
Presant

Wl prasant

Fuels Management
Fuel Types
Light {grass. forba, bans ground efc)
Mediom [scrub cak, shrubs, =lo.|
Haawy (pine, &, junipas)
Defensibla Space (what is possible?)
Muora than 100 fnef of Festment from buldings
Loss (han 100 feet of Featnien] o Buldings
Installed Landscape {within 10 feet)
Kanacape or dirl
Flamia Resisiant Pianis
Flamakie Plands
Flamable Ties and Timbers
Topography
Slope 10% or lesa
Sape mand thanm 10%, bul less than 20%
Skape mona fhan 20%, bul less than 30°%
Siapn 30% ar mane

Fire Protection

POINTS

Fire Response
i | T Froperly localad in Wiage of Rusdosn
- Propariy iocated In Coungy

F- - Water Supply
e el within 1,000 feat of strachins
Hydrank farshgr than 1,000 oo or drafl s6a
| Wakter source 20 min or less, round fop
Wales Bource fariiesr fan 20 min, iound irip

a___ Utilities (electric service)
Unolergrownd mars and sorvics [Ines
o Underground servioe lines only
P AL Mg Eanvice Bras
1 Construction Materials
S Siding
e Nomcomibssfhs
Combustibla
— Dack
FFE Honcombustibie
e - Dracks ot & wwnorcoemibusbabibs ipeighls
Combusiiohs wifirasaln crasispace
sl Cambsisls
Bt Sofits
Parapet / Santa Fe style [ 1hr. ated enclosed
Enclosad
Cpan
— Windows
5__ L E
m_ Ooubie Pane
Singls Pans
i Raool
5 Class A Fire Aaxied
Class B Fire Raled
i Clage C Firg Ralked
— Maon- Rated
[ Stem Walls/Structural Support
B HNon Comtnislika Encloesd
Gombustiska Enclosed
i Mon Combustible Posl & Baam
;e Combuslinke Post & Baam
S Tolal the points here
mw___

YOUR RATING: Med= <59; High= 80-74; Extreme= >75

POINTS

aLIEN

ON NuLisd



VILLAGE OF RUIDOSO

ORDINANCE 2004-04

*AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE RUIDOSO MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES
CHAPTER 42, FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION BY: AMENDING SECTIONS 42-
71: 42-73; AND REPEALING AND REPLACING SECTIONS 42-80 AND 42-81."

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE VILLAGE
OF RUIDOSO THAT new language added in chapter 42, Fire Prevention and Protection, by
amending Article IT entitled Standards for Fire Safety and Fire Handling: Sect 42-71; 42-73;
and repealing and replacing 42-80 and 42-81 as follows: (New material is underlined and deleted
material is stricken, both highlighted in green)

ARTICLE IIL STANDARDS FOR FIRE SAFETY AND FIRE HANDLING

Sec. 42-40.  Improper handling of fire.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to set a fire or to cause or procure a fire to be set to any
trash, refuse, flammable vegetation or forest material, or to any other flammable
substance, on the land of another person and without the permission of the owner thereof.

ib) [t shall be unlawful for any person to allow fire to escape or spread from the control of the
person setting such fire or having charge thereof without using reasonable and proper
precaution to prevent such fire from escaping or spreading.

ic) It shall be unlawful for any person to set a fire or to cause or procure a fire to be set to any
trash. refuse, flammable vegetation or forest material. or to any other flammable
substance, on his own land or that of another person, without using proper and reasonable
precaution at all times to prevent the escape of such fire.

id) All burning of trash in the streets and alleys is prohibited. Where not prohibited, refuse
may be burned on private premises in any incinerator which has been approved by the fire
chief or health authority of the village. No garbage shall be burned. No cans, cartons,
wrappings containing food or organic waste, hair, wool, rubber, plastic or any other
substance which would create offensive, obnoxious or dangerous fumes or odors shall be
burned.

(c) [t shall be unlawful for any person to leave any campfire buming and unattended upon his
own land or the land of another person.

(f Smoking materials.



2

(h)

(1} It shall be unlawful for any person to cause a fire to be started upon his own land
ot the land of another person by means of any lighted cigar, cigarette, match or
other manner, and leave such fire unquenched.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to discard a lit cigarette, cigar, match or other
type of incendiary material on a public right-of-way, public property, or areas
open to the public.

(3)  Any person violating the provisions of this subsection shall be assessed either:
A $500.00 fine; or
A period of community services as determined by the court; or
A combination of subsections a. and b. as determined by the court.

Nothing in this section shall constitute improper handling of fire where the fire 1sa
backfire set for the purpose of stopping the progress of a fire then actually burning.

A person found guilty of violating the provisions of this section shall be punished in
accordance with the provizsions of section 1-6, unless otherwise provided herein.

Sec. 42-41. Disposal of ashes.

(a)

(b)

(c)

Definitions.

(1}  *“Ashes” means fire residue of any kind, including, but not limited to, fireplace
ashes. barbecue grill briguettes, wood chips, wood stove ashes, campfire ashes,
hot waste or other material susceptible of spontaneous combustion.

{2} *Ashes, hot” means any ashes that have not cooled according to the provisions
specified herein.

It shall be unlawful to dispose of hot ashes in any manner.

Hot ashes may become cold ashes and subject 1o disposal as provided in chapter 70, Solid
Waste Management, by:

(1) Cooling in place for a minimum of forty-eight (48) hours and inspection to
determine that no live embers capable of spontaneous combustion are present; or

(2} Extinguishment with water or sand and stiming to the point whene inspection
reveals that no embers capable of spontaneous combustion are present.



{3}  cold ashes shall be placed in a bag or other enclosed container before placing in a
Village dumpster.

Sections 42-42 through 42-69 reserved.

Sec. 42-70. Fuels Managemeni: Duty to abate and control wildfire fuels.

It shall be the duty of every owner, occupant, and person in control of any land or interest therein or
premises which are located within the jurisdictional limits of the Village, to control and/or abate

therefrom all flammable vegetation that constitutes a fire hazard which may endanger or damage
neighboring property.

Sec, 42-71. Standards for abatement and control.

The standards for abatement and control are specified in she-ViHlage-af Buidese Forest Task Foree
Eindings and-Recommendations—dated May 21, 2002, incorporated-herein-as Sec.d2-8i).

Sec. 42-72. Enforcement on private and public property.

{a)  Cooperation from all landowners, private and public, will be encouraged through positive
communication by mail and through personal contact. When flammable vegetation control
measures are not carried out by a landowner, enforcement measures may be instituted,
Procedures for enforcement shall be as specified in this article,

) Abatement and control priorities shall be established due to the size of the Village and the
number of landowners therein. The priority for enforcement shall be as follows:

(1) Lands within the Urban Wildland Interface zone located West of Mechem Drive and
South of Sudderth Drive.

{2}  Property bordering lands of the federal government, including Indian lands,

(3) Properties found to be over seventy-five (75) on the fire hazard rating.
{4)  Properties found to be over sixty (60) on the fire hazard rating.
(5)  All other property.
Sec. 42-T3.  Notice to remove.
It shall be the concurrent duty of the _Director of Forestry, Fire Chief, and the Planning

Administrator either of whom shall have authority to issue notices, together with their duly
authorized representatives, to enforce the abatement and control measures of this article by 1ssuing a




“Natice to Remove™ by mailing the notice to the property owner as his or her name appears on the
county tax rolls and to the address as shown in the records of the county tax assessor. The notice shall
be substantially in the form used to notify property owners of code violations. The notice shall
include a copy of the standards for abatement and control specified in Sec.42-80.

Sec. 42-74.  Appeals.

Any person who is adversely affected by a notice as provided herein shall have the right to appeal to
the Planning Commission, the Governing Body and District Court as provided in chapter 54 of this

code,

Sec. 42-75. Removal of hazardous vegetation by private contractor and establishment of
costs and administrative fee.

If, at the end of the time allowed for compliance in the original notice, or as extended in cases of
appeal, compliance has not been accomplished, the officer issuing the notice or the agency of which
he is an officer, may pursue judicial enforcement according to the provisions of sections 34-38 arnd
42-78 of this code. The Village may, upon court order, provide for abatement and control to be
performed by public officers or employees of the Village, or may cause the removal to be carried out
by a private contractor selected by the Village in accordance with applicable purchasing procedures
and in the manner and under the terms specified by the officer. The cost of such removal
accompanied by a reasonable administrative charge may be imposed as a Special Assessment upon
the property, and such property shall be subject to a Special Assessment Lien for said purpose, The
costs so assessed shall be limited to the actual costs incurred by the Village in enforcing abatement
and control upon the parcels, including payment to the contractor, costs of investigation, boundary
determination, measurement, clerical, personnel, consultant, legal and an administrative cost to be set
by the Village on those properties where such hazardous vegetation has not been removed by the
property owner at his or her own expense.

Sec, 42-T6. Mailing and recording of assessments.

All assessments provided for herein shall be mailed by certified mail to the property owner as
specified in the provisions for mailing notices. The assessment shall be filed as a lien against the
property in the manner provided by law for filing of liens.

Sec. 42-77. Enforcement of licn.
Liens may be enforced and foreclosed as provided by law.

Sec. 42-78. Violations.

Failure of a person to abate and control hazardous vegetation upon notice shall be a violation of this
code, and may be prosecuted and punished in Ruidoso Municipal Court as provided in this code. Any
such prosecution shall be in addition to the abatement and control measures provided for in this

article.



Sec. 42-79.  Non-waiver of immunity.

Mothing contained herein shall be construed as waiving the immunity of the Village, its officers,
agents, servants and employees, as may be provided for in the New Mexico Tort Claims Act, and
neither the Village, nor its officers, agents, servants and employees shall be liable to any person for
enforcement of the provisions of this article.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS:

Aspect: The direction that a slope faces. The onentation of a slope in relation to the sun. North
aspects tend to be moister than southern exposures, since a south aspect receives more sunlight
over time. Aspect can be used to predict potential fire behavior.

Collaboration: The art of involving all affected stakeholders in the decision-making processes
that result in the support, implementation, and evaluation of ecological restoration and
maintenance.

Canopy: The stratum containing the crowns of the tallest vegetation present, living or dead,
usually above 20 feet in height.

Catastrophic Wildfire: A large. landscape-changing conflagration, which consumes anything in
its path, including homes and improvements, and threatens the well being of residents in the
affected area. Numerous long-term deleterious impacts result, including excess water runoff and
erosion, sterlized soils, a loss of wildhfe habitat and cultural resources, a loss of imber
resources, damaged and destroyed homes and infrastructure, lost aesthetics, diminished
recreation and tourism revenue, and depressed real estate values.

Crown Closure: The spacing between individual tree crowns. Closure is usually expressed as
the percent of area covered by tree crowns in the forest canopy region as viewed from above. A
higher percentage indicates a more-closed crown area and a greater potential for catastrophic fire
behavior

Crown Fire: A fire that advances from top-to-top in trees or shrubs. Crown fires are classified
as passive, active, or independent to distinguish the degree of dependence on a surface fire.

Crowning Index: The wind speed required to maintain an active crown fire measured in miles
per hour {(mph). Crown bulk density 15 a enitical vanable, Low Hazard = wand speeds greater
than 50 mph are needed to sustain a crown fire. Moderate Hazard = wind speeds between 25 and
50 mph are needed to sustain a crown fire. High Hazard = wind speeds less than 25 mph will

sustain a crown fire

Defensible Space: An area around the perimeter of structures or developments where native
vegetation or combustible debris have been manipulated to reduce wildfire behavior. The area is
used as a key point of defense/attack against encroaching wildfires or escaping structure fires

Ecological Restoration: A broad framework of activities for returming ecosystems to healthy
functioning or to an acceptable natural range of variability, Restoration incorporates past
experience as a guide to sustainable futures, and includes, among other activities, reducing
overly-dense woody vegetation, re-establishing native vegetation, improving soil conditions
while managing erosion, restoring hydrological function, and monitoring all of these activities
for effective long term maintenance.



Ecosystem® A community of plants, ammals, and non-living components in a given area

Forest Ecosystem: A complex of living organisms and their environment which are dynamic
and continually changing in time and space within a forest setting.

Forest Health: The perceived condition of a forest denved from concerns about such factors as
age (voung, old, over-mature), structure (single or multiple stoned, uniform, groups),
composition (species makeup), function (disturbance regimes), vigor (productivity), unusual
levels of insects and diseases, and the resilience to disturbance. Perceptions of forest health are
influenced by land management objectives, spatial and temporal scales, the relative health of
forest stands, and the overall appearance of the forest. Possible indicators of “unhealthy™ forests
include the introduction of exotic species, or an increase beyond the range of historic variability
of agents of change, such as insects, parasitic plants, and fungi, to chronically high levels,

Forest Succession: The replacement of one plant association in a forested area with another
Succession can occur in slow integrating steps, or rapidly, after a major disturbance such as a fire
or insect epidemic. Primary succession is the initial establishment of hardy "pioneer™ plant
species on previously non-vegetated areas such as zones of glacial retreat, rock surfaces, or lava
flows. As vegetation becomes more established, conditions for survival improve, and other plant
species move into the community. Generally the plants that move in later are more shade
tolerant than the original pioneer species. If no major disturbances occur, this change in plant
association will gradually slow or elimax. Ponderosa ]:r'int: and aspen are generally shade
intolerant and are excellent primary successional pioneers; white fir and blue spruce are shade
tolerant and are often considered climax species. In climax conditions in a mixed conifer forest,
spruce and white fir will mature and achieve equal footing with the pine or aspen, or may
actually dominate the forest community. Secondary succession involves a disturbance within
an established community, which prevents or delays the establishment of a climax condition,
Obvious disturbances, which can prevent a climax condition, include frequent wildfires and/or
grazing [The "Great American Desert” was once considered to be in a climax condition &s a
short grass prairie; it has been theonzed that such areas were kept in a sub-climax condition or
"grazing climax" condition due to heavy use by herds of buffalo].

Hazardous Fuels: Native vegetation, including grasses, forbs, shrubs, and trees, that are
receptive to ignition and consumption during a wildfire event.

Historical Range of Matural Variability: The forest stand structures and plant species
populations that existed for millenmia, both spatially and temporally, before European and

Hispanic settlement of the western United States

Ladder Fuels: Vegetation and debris (fuels) that is found at or near ground level (brush, slash,
forest litter, tall grass, lower limbs on trees, etc.); such material can grow and/or extend into
larger, taller vegetation (trees) creating a continuous vertical pathway for fires to spread. Once a
wildfire spreads from ground level into the canopies of the tallest shrubs or trees, it becomes a
crown fire, which 15 often difficult or impossible to suppress



communities that are repeated in similar form across a defined area irrespective of ownership or
other artificial boundaries

Owverstocked Areas: Areas where growth of trees is significantly reduced by excessive numbers
of trees. Stands are considered overstocked when the stocking level is 133 percent or more,
where 100 percent represents the minimum level of stocking required to make full use of the site,

Pre-settlement Conditions: The forest conditions that existed in the West before natural fire
occurrence was halted by European and Hispanic settlement in the mid to late 1800s.

Structural Ignitability: The receptiveness of a structure or improvement to ignition by a wildfire
due to factors such as location, building design and matenals, and proximity to surface fiels,
native flammable vegetation, or other flammable structures. Ignition sources include direct
flame contact, radiant or convective heat, or rolling or windblown embers and firehrands

Surface Fire: A fire that burns surface litter, debris, and small vegetation. Surface fire behavior
is the primary process that sustains fire growth and 15 a major factor in the loss of structures and
improvements, Surface fire behavior often dictates the potential for more serious fire behavior
such as torching and crowning

Sustainability: A comprehensive, multi-scale measure of an ecosystem’s orgamization,
resilience, function, and productivity.  Sustainability should be expressed in terms of
biodiversity, and resilience, as well as human values, uses, and expectations.

Torching: Fire burning principally as a surface fire that intermittently ignites the crowns of trees
or shrubs as it advances.

Torching Index: The wind speed needed to move a surface fire into the erowns of shrubs or
trees measured in miles per hour (mph). The height to live crown or canopy base height is a
critical variable. Low Hazard = wind speeds greater than 50 mph are required to initiate
torching. Moderate Hazard - wind speeds between 25 and 50 mph are required to initiate
torching. High Hazard = wind speeds less than 25 mph can initiate torching,

Watershed: Any sloping surface, which sheds water into a drainage basin or catchment and
redistributes the water into components of the hydrologic cyele. A drainage basin is a watershed
that collects and discharges surface steamflow through one cutlet or mouth. A catchment is a

small drainage basin.

Watershed Managemeni: The management of the natural resources of a drainage basin
primarily for the proeduction and protection of water supplies and water-based resources,
including the control of erosion and floods, and the protection of aesthetic values associated with
water



Wildfire: A free burning wildland fire undeterred by fire suppression measures. An unplanned
wildland fire requiring suppression action, or other action according to land management agency
policy, as contrasted with a management-ignited fire burning within prepared lines enclosing a
designated area, under prescribed conditions

Fire danger ratings range from low to extreme and are based on time of season, precipitation
levels, temperature, relative humidity values, wind conditions, fuel conditions, and the presence
of ignition sources such as humans or lightning. Fire danger ratings in a given area will fluctuate
significantly over time, based on the wide variation in weather conditions and activity in a forest

Wildland Fuels: Any organic matter, living or dead, in the ground, on the ground, or above the
ground, that will ignite and burn. Natural or introduced fuels include vegetation and debns such
as trees, tree limbs, shrubs, brush, slash, needle litter, duff, cured grasses, and sirucfures.

Wildfire Hazard: The overall potential for a given area to support extreme wildfire behavior
based on existing topography and wildland vegetation type, loading, arrangement, and condition.
Hazard ratings range from low to extreme and will vary by location and elevation. A given
hazard condition remains relatively static over time, with drastic changes in hazard potential only
occurning when vegetation s managed aggressively or after a major conflagration has consumed
much of the available wildland fuel.

Wildland/Urban Interface: The boundary between large areas of contiguous native vegetation
and developments or improvements. The developed areas can range in size from a single home
or small subdivision, to a major village or city, The interface has a distinct break between native
vegetation and improvements. Such areas are especially vulnerable to catastrophic wildfires.
Examples include Ruidoso Downs, the midtown area of Ruidoso, and downtown Cloudcrofi, all

in south central New Mexico.

Wildland/Urban Intermix: An area where structures and improvements are intermingled with
native vegetation and topography. There is no definitive boundary between the structures and
the surrounding native landscape. The potential for a large, uncontrollable wildfire is high in
such areas. Examples include Upper Canyon in Ruidoso, Deer Park Woods in Alto, and Sun
Valley Subdivision, all in south central New Mexico.
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VWhen designing and inatalling a firewisa landscape, consider tha following:

O Local area firg histony.

O S#e kocation and overad farrain,

O Pravailing winds and seasonal waaihear,

O Property contours and boundarnies,

O Mative wegetation,

O Pleni eharacienslics and placament {dulfage, water and salt refenson ability, aromalic cils, ual
load per aroa, and sioel.

O Irigation requiramants.

To create a firewise landscaps, remamber that the primary goal is fuel reduction. To this end,
initiate the zode concapl. Zone 1 B closast to the structure; Zones 2-4 move progressively

furtivar aaay.

O Zana 1. This wallirigaded area endancles the giructure Tor ai least 307 on al sides, providing
spaca bor lire suppression equipment in 1he event al an emengency. Plantings should be
limitad to caretully spaced low Bammability spedas.

O Zone 2 Les llammabdity plant matenals should be used hor. Plants should ba kw-growing,
and e irfgation system should extand info this secton,

O Zone 3, Place low-growing plents gnd well-spaced trees in this area, mmembenng to ksep the
voluma of vegatasan (fual) low.

O Fone 4. This furhost rone [rom the sireciure s 8 natural area. Selectivaly prena and thin =1l
plants and remoes highly lammabda vageiation.

Also remember to:

0 Be see to leave a minimum of 30 aound the houss 10 sccommadate lire sguepment,
il necassan.

O Whdely space and carefully situate the rmes pou plant.

O Take out the Tadder lvels™ — vegetation that sanms as a ink botwean grass and tres lops.
This aurangément can camy fire o 8 stniciurs or from a structurs i wegetation,

O Givae yoursall added grotection with Sheel breaks" like diveways, gravel wallowiys,
and lawns.

When mantaining a landscape:

O Kesp trees and shubs property pruned. Prume all rees s s owes] limbe ane 8 1o 100
fraen the ground.

O Rermave beal chtler and dead and ovamanpng branches.

O Mow the lown regulary.

0O Dispase ol cutlings and dabris promplly, according 1o Iocal reguiations.

0O Siore firawond away fmm tha house

O Be sure (he mrigetien system is well mantaines,

0 Use cam when refusling garden equipment and maintain i reguiary,

0 Store and usa Barmmable liguids propery.

0 Dispose of smoking materials carchully.

O Bacoms Tamikiar wilh kacal requigtions regarding vegetation clearances, disposal of
debris, and fire safely requiremeanls Tor eouipment.

0O Follvw manudactuners’ insirections when using ledilizers and peslicidas.

Access edditoral informason on the Firewise home page:  Www. firewise.org

Please see (he other side of his shest for tha Firewise Construclion Checkivsd,



Firewise Construction Checklist

Whan construcling, renovating, or adding to a firewise home, consider the following:

UL E
SRR

e

O Choose a firmwise locabion.
0 Dasign and buikd a frewise Stniciure.
O Employ lirewisa lendscaping and mantenance.

To select a firewise location, observe the fiellowng:

et =T
2

'u'l:i'éﬂ ¢

=
-'-Ii
IR

O Siops of terrain; be sure o build on the most level portion of s land, since life spresds mons
TApR N @ven Minde shopas.
O Set your single-stary structure at least 30 leel back fram any fdge oF clift; increase distance i
your harma will ba higher Ein one sion.

In designing and building your firewise siructure, remember thal the primany goals are fusl
and exposure reduction. To this end:

O Use construction matedals that arg fire-résistant or non-combusitla whensvas possibla.

0 Fee ool construckan, considar vsing matedals such as Glass-A asphal shingles, slate ar

clay lila, matal, coment and concrte productd, of [Ema-cotta Ges.

O Constructing a fim-rasistant sub-roof can add prolection as wel.

O On axtesor wall facing, lire resstive matedals such B3 BIUCCO OF MASMNNY 878 much bettar
choices than vinyl which can soften and mall

O ‘Window matenales and size ams impotant. Smaller panas hold ug batier in 1heir rames than

larger ones. Double pane glass and tempared glass are mons miablo and afeclive haat
barmiers than single pane glass. Plastc skylights can mall.

O Instal nonflammable shotters on windows and shySghts.

O To prevent sparks from antanng your home through vents, cower extanar aic and undaloar
verils with wira screening no larger than 1/8 of an inch mesh. Make sure undesadve and scifil
wenls are as closa as possibla to the ool fing, Box in eaves, bul ba sum 1o provide adequate
venilakon 0 prevent condansation.

0 inchcde a driveway that is wide enough i provide easy access ko firs angines (12 foel wida
with a verical chearance af 15 feat and a slope (hat is bss than 5 padcent) . The diveway and

accass foads shouk be wel-main@ined, clearly markad, and inchsde ample umaround space
near the hause, Also provide sasy aocess to fire service waler supplies, whenavar possible,

01 Provida a1 least two ground level doors for easy and safe sxit and at laas! bva means of escape
(i, doors or windows) in each room 50 thal evenone Nas a way aul.

O Keep gutters, aaves, and roofs clear of laaves and olfer dabrs,

O Maks perodic inspactions of your home, looking for deterioration such as bréaks and spaces
Batwaen mol @es, wamping wood. o cracks and crevices in the sinuctur.

O Prriedically inspact your propady, clearing dead wood and dense vegetation at distance ol at
jmasl 30 feet from your house. Move firewood away from fhe housa or Gitachmants like fences
o dechks,

Any structures attached to the house, such as decks, porches, fences, and sutbulldings should
be conaidered part of ihe housa. These siruciures can act a= fuel bridges, particularly if
constructed from flammable materials. Therefors, consider the following:

O I you wish 1o aftach an all-weod lence o your house, use masonry or melal as & prolaciive
harriars betwean he fanca and houss.

O Use metal whan construcling a treflis and covar it with high-maisture, low lammability vagetatian,

0 Provent combusiible matedals and debrs from accumulating beneath patio dacks or elavabed
porches, Screen of box-in areas below patios and decks with wira soreen no langer than 148 inch
S

0O Meka sure an slevated wosden deck is not lncaled at tha 1op of a hill where it will oa in direct
line of a firs movang up slope. Consder a tarmace insbead,

Accass andiianal inlarmation on the Firswisa home page:  www.firewise.org

: ‘-’:—' & i Pleasa sea tha oifas side of fhis sheal lor ihe Firewise Landscaping Checkiist
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Greater Ruidoso Area Community Wildfire Protection Plan
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